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_By JERRY CARTLEDGE

An Estonlan-born Canadian
citizen suing a Central Intelli-
jgence Agency employe for slan-
jder in Federal Court in Balti-
;more is, by the statement of his
lawyer, “either the most cun-
ning spy and consummate liar

f all time or the most maligned

ero of our age.”

The case has attracted the
.attention of the national press
and news services since it in-
volves more than one deep con-
‘stitutional question. )

; CIA has maintained through
out the more than two-year-old
case that its agent, Jurl Raus,
another Estonian emigre, can-
ot testify on the background
£ his charge that Eerik Heine
is a member of the Russian
secret police because it would
'Fndanger national security.

I THUS,. HEINE’S attorneys
maintain, he may be deprived of
ihis privilege of redress through
the courts beceause of a Govern-
‘ment agency ruling that forbids
Heine of obtaining information
concerning the validity of évi-
dence against him.

} The $110,000 slander suit was
Eled in Baltimore Nov. 6, 1964,

harging that the CIA operative
ad on three occasions — twice
?g Maryland — falsely accused
eine in public of being a mem-
er of the K.F.B., Soviet secret
lice. - :

Sworn affidavits by two mem-

ers of the Legion of Estonlan

iberation claim that Raus, a
esident of Hyattsville, had
inade the charge apgainst Heine
at a meeting ‘of the group in
New York Nov. 9, 1963.

It Is charged that Raus re-
'peated the charge again at an
'Estonian group picnic July 4,
1964, at Laurel Acres, Pasa-|
dena. and at a reception for
,Estonian Col. Alfons Rebane in
.Edtonian House, 1932 Belair

'Heine: Spy, Liar or Hero?

RAUS ALLEGEDLY ' sup-
ported the charge against Heine
with a statement that the FBI
had supplied him with the in-
formation.

The FBI's involvement was
later denied in a letter to
Heine's Canadlan lawyer from
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover,
In which he stated: |

“You may be assured this
bureau has not released any
information which could be the
basis for the alleged charges
against him (Heine).”

In Februaty, 1965, Raus' two
top-flight Washington attor-
neys, Paul Connolly and* E,
Barrett Prettyman Jr., appear-
ed before Chief Judge Rosze] C.
Thomsen, to take a 924-page de-
position from Heine—the long-
est ever taken in the State of
Maryland.

Also on hand were Hemes
Washington attorneys, Robert J
Stanford and Ernest C, Raskau.
skas, who subsequently filed an
“interrogatory” asking about 1,-
000 questions concerning the
Raus charges against Heine,

THE CIA answered with an
affidavit from Richard Helms,
deputy CIA director, that Raus
was In possession of informa-
tion from_ the agency.

When he spoke concerning
Heine on “such occasions,” the
affidavit stated he was acting
within the scope and force of
his employment by the-agency
on behalf of the United States.
The affidavit was filed along
with a motion for summary
judgment. {

The motion hy the defcn':o
is based on the contention Raus
was a Government employe
making a statement In  the
course of hls employment,

Connolly and Prettyman cit-
ed a 1059 Supreme Court rul.
lng\ln Ba;‘f Vs, Mateo holding;

Teged fmmunity because of his

PO WA .;d—....”.t. ,Lu»;.. -l

- (Title, 50, Section 403) govern-
. Betmoe BBt oV For Release 2000/08/26 : CIA-RDP75-0000 }a004a

a Government employe making:
any statement in the course,
of his employment is immunc‘
from suit, i

Heine's lawyers countered
with the charge that Raus was
not necessarily a bona fide
employe of the CIA and may
have been acting ‘only in the
capacity of “a contact.”

ON APRIL 14 a second. affi-
davit by Helm was presented to
the court.

In it Helm stated that Raus

had been forbidden to make
any more statements to the
cpurt about his participation in
the CIA or the Heine niatter, in
line with a secrecy agreement
between Raus and the CIA.
" Attached "was a copy of the
regulations respecting ‘secrecy
and guarding of CIA informa-
tion.

Contending that testimony by
Raus would be contrary to the
security of the U. 8., Helm
wrote: i

"The CIA has employed the
defendant (Raus) from time toy
time, concurrently with hiqlk
duties on the Bureau of Public
Roads, to carry out specific as-
signments on bchalf of the
agency. The defendant was so
emplayed on the occasions men-
tioned in the complaint.”

A THIRD affidavit filed by
Helms . reaffirmed Raus’ em-
ployment with the CIA and in-
voked his secrecy. It contained
another motion for a summary
judgment based on Raus' al

Government job.

In answer, Heine's lawyers
contended that the CIA was ont
acting nor had it acted legally
with regard to Instructing Raus
to make the charges agalnst the
Canadian.

They -cited the U, 8. " Code
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ing the powers and duties of the
CIA granted “provided that
agency shall have no police,
subpoena, law-enforcement or
internal-security functions.,”

“THE MATTER of Heine's al-
leged -assoclation with the Rus-
sian secret police in this coun-
try was rightfully the province
of the FBI, they said, since it
was basically an internal secur-
ity matter—outside the jurisdic-
tion of the Central Intelligence
Agency.

On Friday; Judge Thomsen
who, according to Raskauskas
“have given extremely careful
consideration to the details of
the case because of the great
issues involved,” said he will
hear the motion for summary
judgment probably the Ilast
week of Aurust,

Heine, in the mecantime, will
return to his job as foreman
of a woodworking plant in
Toronto, near his home in Rex-
dale,, Ontario.  His work with
the Estonian liberation move-
ment has heen scriously cur-
talled, he elaims,

IN AN OFFICIAL statement,
Heine claims to have been im-
prisoned three times by the So-
viet Union. He has been bcaten,T

jtortured and kept in solitary!

confinement, he says, but has!
never abandoned his fight
against Communism.

Heine, subject of ‘a boka
(translated from Estonian),.
“Rain for the River," account-
ing his exploits as a freedom:
fighter in his native land, was
first arrested as a youth in his’
hometown, Tartu, Estonia.

" In the summer of 1940, after

the Soviets had occupied Es-l
tonia, Heine's biographers sam
he organized an anti-Commu-
nist movement,

When the Red flag was flown
over Tartu's {Cty Hall the first
time, Heine and other young
men reportedly made an un-

{successful attempt to tear it .

down. They escaped but were
the object of an intenslve search
for many months, the story con-
tinues. .

WHEN HEINE'S pdlents
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to 23 years in a Russlan prison.. ;

-{repatriated to the Germans.

and ' threatened with death by!
the Reds, the statement claims’

surrendercd and was sent into!
solitary confinement in Tartu,

In April, 1941, through the:
influence of his father, one of'
Northern Europe's 1argest piano ,
manufacturers, and his German'
maternal gxandmothcr he was,
interchanged as a political prise !
oner with German authoritics,,
he says. i

After war broke out between.,
Germany and the USSR, Heine;
reportedly served with - the!
Bstonian wnit of the German
-army until his caplure in Aue!
gust,-1944, by the Red army.:
|In December, 1944, he says he.

|was officially declared a traitor . A

it othe USSR and sent to Kisela, |
‘a cump for political prisoners. j
In March, 1945, Heine says,
eh escaped, but was later recap- |
tured in the suburbs ‘of Lenine

grad. He was transferred ot an |"

Estonlan prison in January.
1946 he recalls, but again es- ,?
‘caped in June, 1946, and Joined
the guerilla forces ot his coune.
try N i
HE WAS captured by the,
Russians in 1950 and sentenced }
to death, he says, but the sen-
tence was eventually commuted

In November, 1956, under a !
post-war agreement .between |
Russia and Germany, he wag .

In 1957 he learned that his
mother was alive and living in
Canada. He joined her there |
late in the year. He met Elsa |
Varres, & nalive of his home-
town, in Canada in 1957, and ‘

jthey were married that ycar, |

He became a Canadian cmzen|
in August, 1964. : i

While in Canada, he . pro|
duced, at his'own expense, on !
antl-Communist; 2%-hour ﬂlm.l
“Creators of Legend,” which he-,

.| has taken on tour in the United !

States and Canada..It depictsl
guerilla activities against the I

- ISoviet Unlon in Estonia and

'tonian birth, L g ' I'f
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Lfeatux-es amateur actors of Es-
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the youthful resistance hero’ -
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